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This book is dedicated to

the memory of another great Ethiopian,
the late Dr. Berhanu Abebe.
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This book could not have been written without the generous time
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FORWARD

“Greetings General, how have you been? | inquired as | walked to the
corner where he sat. We warmly shaok hands. It had been a year since |
had first entered the living room of this home. Various photographs hung on
the wall, ranging from a large photo of the Emperor he had once served, to
the woman with whom he had shared his life. Another photo showed two
distinguished brothers in immaculately tailored wool coats. Their hair was
grown out long, and their handsome, resolute faces betrayed an obvious look
- of nobility, Now, more than seven decades later, one of the brothers sat in

an armchair to receive me. He still wore a woolen overcoat, and though his

body had paid the price of age and injuries, he still held himself with the same
alr of dignity and certainty. “General, here is a small gift to help you write

your book™ I said as | offered 2 package containing a custom crafted pen. .

Opening the box, he smiled and thanked me.

Yes, a year had passed since | had first had the privilege of meeting General
Jagema Kello. At that time a series of unlikely family circumstances had
brought us together. In fact, | had known very little about him, other than
assuming his rank denoted a long and significant military career. Lertainly at
the time | had no idea the man | was about to meet laid chim to a life of
dramatic sagas and historical significance.

At that first meeting we exchanged formalities and addressed what had
brought us together. But as the afternoon shadows grew long and our
conversation deepened, the General began to share highlights of his
distinguished career. | listened intently, eager to enjoy the presence of 2 man
whose story quickly commandeered my admiration, As | encouraged him on
with questions, the General retrieved some well-worn photos he kept in his
pocket and showed me the faces of the men with whom he had shared the
critical moments of his life. As the minutes turned to hours | learned that,
with courage and determination, he had led the resistance against the lalians
and changed the course of history for his nation. Each compelling story led to
yet another, and | realized | was in the presence of living history. The day
faded. and I took the oppbortunity to share a few thines of commeon interest.

A

He listened with great interest as | spoke about my father whose service
with the U.S. Army and Free French Forces had taken him from the deserts
of Chad to the heart of Paris. As we concluded our discussion, | asked
general Jagema if his accounts had ever been recorded in a book. He replied
that he was in fact writing a bit and hoped to have a few of his stories
recorded eventually. | strongly encouraged him to do so and told him the

next time l returned to Addis Ababa | hoped he would have finished these
chronicles.:

As | sat with the General this one year later, watching him pensively rotate
the new pen | had given him in his hands, he confided that he had in fact
made only a little progress in recording his remarkable story. Though- he
exhibited great stamina, his body would one day give out. it saddened me to
think his patriotic exploits might also fade away, lost to a nation that had 5o
much to be proud of, Like many men from all parts of the world who had
fought in the epic global conflict of World War 1l, the General had been
content to quietly live his life without drawing any :special attention to his
service and courage. These sorts of men, regardiess of thelr sacrifices and
exploits, preferred to remember their fallen comrades'as the oh'lly heroes,
giving little note to themselves, And like many of these men. in their later
years, the General had come to value the importance of leaving behind a
record of what he had experienced. But time was slipping away, and some
day with it this hero and his iife story. $o, on that day, | concluded ) would
arrange for the story of this fascinating and gallant man to be recorded for
readers of our time and future generations to come.

Today, | sit with the General's story in my hands, grateful it has now been
preserved, for his story is in fact an Ethiopian treasure. And so it is a great
privilege to now share with you the exploits of a true Ethiopian patriot and
hero whose story is very much the story of the nation itsalf,

Peter B. Schuize

Washington D.C.
July, 2009
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